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OIU.PTER I 
THE STATEMENT OF THE PROBEEM 
Students profit most from those subjects which help to explain 
society and the world.-- Many school sUbjects are limited ia their 
capacity to immediately influence the child's everyq.ay life, but the 
most valuable type of school program will include courses that will 
aid pupils to understand the world about them and, at the same time, 
teach those basic knowledges that will be of lasting value. Society 
is changing, not static, and it is important that education keep pace 
with the times. Especially is this true in the field of the social 
studies where it is very necessary to understand present-day problems 
and, at the same time, evaluate the lessons of the past. 
Pupil activity has become the most important aspect of the total 
teaching-learning situation.-- :Emphasis has shifted from ttteachingw t0 
o! "directed learning~. Many schools have broken away from the tradition~l 
daily assignment of the "next ten pages~ or the llWnext ten questionsw, 
and. subjects have been o·rganized into more interesting and informative 
units of study. In theory, at least, the activity has been taken away 
from the teacher and placed in the hands of the pupils. Nevertheless, 
lessons must still be prepared so as to direct this activity inta 
desirable channels. Diverse activities demand careful planning, skillful 
execution, and thorough evaluation on the part of the teacher. Whatever 
degree of success a social studies course enjoys, depends largely upon 
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the teacher's ability~ foresight, and knowledge. It is the te~cher who 
sets the tone of the class. Children l~rn by themselves~ but they need 
constant and understanding guidance. 
Education has made much progress.-- Especially in the last twenty-
five years~ innumerable changes have taken place in the approaches to 
teaching. Modern education is emphasizing the importance of attitudes 
and app~cia.tions rather than the learning of .facts and figures, and it 
is now generally agreed that our li.fe situations can be understood only 
i.f there is .a well defined application of subject matter~ As in the 
whole social world, new complexities have made clear thinking, based on 
. . 
understanding as well as knowledge, a necessity for the citizen of today 
and tomorrow. In short~ the ~ook course" has developed into an activity 
progra.m. of learning. 
Methods of teaching in modern schools have changed the curriculum.--
These new teaching methods place new and different emphases on the subject 
ma.tter in the social studies f'ield. Schools have added courses that 
attempt to interpret world problems of' current importance and, at the 
same time, appeal to the interests of the child. This expansion and 
change in curriculum has necessitated the use of subject materials not 
included in textbooks, and there is now a demand for more meaningful and 
better organized teaching aids. 
- --- -
One of the most effective ways to teach the social studies is through: 
the daily newspaper.-- However, few school children and a very limited· 
number of adults -know how to read a newspa.per so as to gain maximum benefit. 
It is quite clea.r to .any observant person that, i.f our democrat:i,c principles 
' 3 
~re .to survive, youth· must be trained to read the d~ily newspaper 
intelligently. In short, the newspaper can become a force for gead or I 
. 
for evil in its selection and. use. At best, it can be an enlightening ·, 
. I 
source of information and understanding·about our:wo:Hd today; at worst 
it can breed a citizenry interested only in murder, gossip, scandal and ( 
trivialities. 
Daily events directly affect the lives of all of us.-- The world is 
passing through one of the great crises, and i.f we are to go f'orward along;( 
the road to peace and progress, every fUture citizen should become aware 
of the many problems that must be solved. This -is imperative.. It also 
must be recognized that many influences are being brought to bear upon 
the youth of today; therefore, they must be trained to evaluate and 
discriminate between right and wrong. Because newspapers play such an 
important role in the thinking of most individuals, it is essential that 
social studies teachers recognize the problem of newspaper res.ding as an 
important aspect of education and, as such, give it more than routine 
~ttention in the classroom. 
H~bits are considered to be one of the most important elements in 
our daily lives.-- It is generally agreed that if our habits are good and 
£unction smoothly, they take care of' all the everyday, tiresome routine 
in such a way as to make life more enjoyable and our lives more efficient; 
if we have bad habits, our living is constantly being disrupted by our 
failure to do well what we should be able to do without effort. There 
are certain activities that occur again and again in everybody's life. 
The selection and reading of a newspaper is one of these. If a~equate 
I 
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habits of newspaper reading are formed during school years, it is 
probable that they will remain throughout life. 
Newspapers as teaching aids are easy to obtain.-- Newspapers are 
' 
available in most homes, an.:Gt pupJ.ls are usually able to bring them to 
school. If' they must be purchased,. they are among the least expensive 
teaching aids. 
Fbr effective teaching, the instructor must be familiar with 
newspapers published in his community. .NJ.yone can buy a good newspaper 
or a. bad newspaper at any newsstand. ~t constitutes a good Rewspaper 
should be a major concern of those who have the best interest of youth 
at heart. 
The purpose of this paper.-- The writer will try to reach some 
helpful conclusions which will aid teachers to develop an effective unit 
of .study concerned with the selection and use of Greater Boston 
'· --- . 
newspapers. It should be kept in mind, however, that it is not for th~ 
teacher to dictate what young people will read, but ra-tiher to teach so 
that pupils will become aware of quality and journali~tic merit, and so 
develop the habit of selecting and reading th~ very best ne-v.rspaper. 
CHAPTER II 
SURVEYS OF REA.I)ING HABITS A:r.m INTERESTS 
The use o:f surveys.-- In order to justifY emphasis on the need .:for 
teaching the use o.:f newspapers, the writer will present some :findings 
' that should shed some light upon present reading habits, and, in so 
doing, hopes to clarif'y and explain some o:f the weaknesses to be :foun.d 
in both adult and children's attitudes and understandings. Only through 
a knowledge o:f a proven need can teachers plan :for the best possible 
instruction. 
•Readingt't a newspaper.-- 'When an adult or a child says that he 
~reads~ a newspaper, he does not mean that he reads every word. That 
would be too time-consuming :for anyone. What he actually means is that 
he reads the sections.that have a personal interest .:for himsel:f. 
Unfortunately, the average scope o:f interests is alarmingly limited as 
is indicated by the statistiCf8-l surveys to be :found in this chapter. 
Because papers are readily accessable and are inexpensive, they are 
· available to everyone. Acca.rding to the World llma.ilac :for 1953, -the 
population of the United States was 150,697,361 in 1952 and the number 
o:f newspapers sold daily~s 54,017,938. ~his means that one in every 
three persolils bought a paper every weekday. With all this reading, it 
might be assumed that readers are well in:fonned about current world 
events, national problema, and the important issues o:f the day. 
-5-
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According to surveys on the subject, this is not true. While reading the 
:following study, it must be kept in mind tnat some people read newspapers 
thoroughly, others merely scan them, some read only the headlines, while 
many read only the sections o:f personal interest. 
Surveys concerned with newspaper reading habits.-- An .interesting 
study of newspaper reading interests ~s conducted by The Bureau of 
Applied Social Research of Columbia University. The findings were 
]/ 
published in a copy of Science News Letter. Researchers for the 
Bureau held lengthy .interviews with sixty people who represented a cross-
section of the different economic strata of New York City. These 
interviews took place during a strike of newspaper delivery.me~ when the 
average reader could not obtain a daily paper. Although all of the people 
interviewed said that they missed the paper because they wanted to be 
infor.med about what was going on· in the world, only about one in three 
could name a serious news event which they wanted to follow up. Most of 
those who did have an interest mentioned the war in the Far East. Half 
failed to name one news event on which they wanted the latest information., 
Qthers mentioned the current murder case. 
It is futeresting to note that when asked -why they read the newspaper, 
some people-said that they read to escape from boredom or worries o~ 
personal life. Human interest 9ontent was also mentioned as a reas~n for 
reading the paper daily. 
A few people used the paper in connection with their jobs. Among 
1('~y Read Newspapers1u, Science News Letter (May 21, 1949) 55: 325-326. 
. ~--.:-·;.· 
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these were real estate brokers and those interested in weather, ships 
and shipping. Women liked to read advertisements to keep in touch ~th 
prices and sales' of household commodities. Some women always read the 
gossip columns, social news and letters of personal advice. 
In short, the survey shows clearly that. the average person reads 
the paper through habit, and that interests are apt to be narrow and 
l---·-
personal. In most instances, the really signific~t world news was not 
considered of great importance, and except for headlines, was ov-erlooked. 
Survey concerned with news.-- The most universally accepted fUnction 
of the newspaper is to publish news. If we do not receive our news 
through newspapers, we are apt not to know about the really important 
things ~hat are going on around us. Although newspapers were :first 
written to acquaint readers with contemporary events, additional 
departments have been added until today publishing news is only one o£ 
the many £unctions of our daily paper,--but it still remains tlie most 
important. 
An interest in reading news is an indispensible condition of large-
scale democracy. Beyond the art o:f reading, however, there must be an 
understanding, a critical attitude, an awareness of right and wrong, and, 
above all, the basis for good judgment on the part of the reader. With 
:false news or half' truths, it is possible to inflame the unreasoning, 
confound the half-educated, and enslave the indifferent. 
The voters-to-be must have available to them an accurate and 
extensive body of information which touches upon and encompasses the 
whole broad :field o£ political, economic, and social information. This 
8 
~s why youth must be trained not only to read the newspaper intelligentlyJ, 
I 
\Jbut also to select the best possible pape.r. 
The ~irst thing to understand in seeking to use a newspaper 
effectively is that the news itself' is of' central ·importance, and the 
:first requirement is to read it. Nothing in any newspaper is o~ any 
value until somebody reads it. vYoung people must be awakened to the 
significance of the news and the part it plays in daily life. , Authentic 
information is a chief civic weapon. If you know w~~t· is going on in 
the world, you can be prepared for any eventuality, and the time has 
come when survivai itself demands an alert citizenry. Educating youth 
to think for themselves is all important. News as a phase of' education 
must assume a significant and sensible aspect. 
Few surveys ~ve been undertaken to ascertain where the American y 
people get news, but one tabulation by Fortune Magazine some ye~rs ago 
' 
seems significant and appears to have a certain amo~p of validity today~ 
Table 1. Where Do They Get Their News? 
From.·whieh one source do you get most of' your news 
about what is going on? 
Newspapers •••••••••••••••••••••••••63.~ 
:Radio ........ ••·• •••••••.•••••••••••• • 25.4% 
~iends •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.~ 
Both ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.1% 
Magazines •••••• ·•••••••••••••••••••• 2.3% 
All other •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.3% 
/Don 1 t know ••••••••••••••••••••••••• .1,% 
O!J'*The Press and the People - ! Survey~', Fortune Magazine (A.ugust 1936}, 
20: 64-65. 
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Since the publication or the above figures, television has become 
popular in many sections of the United States, but according to a study y 
reported in the. Business Week Magaxine, newspapers are not too seriously 
affected. The report says in part: 
"There is no denying that TV has jolted magazines, movies, 
and radio. You simply can't take so much time out for video as 
people do and still keep up all your other pastimes. But the 
interesting thing pinned down by C\.umingha.m and Walsh is that 
TV's effect on other media is spotty. There is one medium that 
doesn't seem to have been affected by TV, and that is newspapers. 
The Videotown Survey shows that TV families aetually read 
considerably more newspapers than the year before (they purchased 
their sets). It would seem that newspaper reading follows the 
trend o:f the news and that it is quite independent of TV viewing 
habits."' 
~other survey was conducted by the Bureau o:f Advertising o:f the 
~erican Newspaper Publishers Association and the ~dvertising Research 
~undation. They spent over eleven years in :finding out about reader 
interests, and the results o:f this study have been explained in a 
.· y 
magazine article called ~t You Read: Death and Weatherw. They 
interviewed 62,478 readers of 138 Dnited States dailies, and these are 
a :few of their observations: 
•Picture pages are the biggest drawing card in a newspaper 
and, :for women, obituaries and the weather outrank even the 
banner-headline news stories. Only abo~t 14 percent o:f general 
news stories are read by men, and ll·percent by women. No single 
news story in any paper, apparently, is•ever read by all the 
paper's readers. The highest score the survey could discover was 
that of an Indianapolis News story about V-E Day whioh -was read by 
94 percent o:f all interviewed men rea.ders o:f the News. Women reader1a 
fl\f'ij'fuit They Really Do with TV\t, Business Week (July 19, 1952), p. 38-43. 
~t You Read: Death and Weathertt, Newsweek (January 29, 1951), 37:58. 
gave top individual attention to the obituary of' a local jud:'ge, 
published in The L~ (Ohio) News, and read by 9l'percent of' 
The News 1 s women readers.n 
!:1 
10. 
The f'ollowing are exerpts f'rom the study's · statistical f'indings, 
and ref'leot reader interests, 
Table 2. Readership Percentages of' Newspaper Reading 
Editorial page, columns, 
Cartoons, editorials etc •••••• 
Comics •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Display advertising ••••••••••• 
Radio programs or news •••••••• 
Society-....................... . 
Sports•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
financial ...................... . 
Men 
78 
82 
82 
57 
39 
74 
28 
Women 
76 
78 
95 
48 
80 
31 
10 
,A.f'ter reading the above statistics, there can be no doubt about the 
need f'or an intensif'ied eduea:Hcnal program tha.t will emphasize the 
importance of' news. It is apparent that the ability to Wread~ a paper 
is not enough f'or citizens in a democracy. Tho f'act that sports are of' 
major interest to both American men and women could we~l be interpreted 
as a healthy sign. There is no denying that comics have a universal 
appeai although many of' them are no longer comical. Women need to read 
advertisements so that they can spend household money wisely. Most ~f' 
the information to be f'oumd in newspapers is of' actual value· to the 
reader. It is to be deplored, however, -that news reading habits are so 
~t You ~ead: Death and Weather~, op. cit., p. 11. 
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poor that the public cannot profit from the vast amount of current news 
that is put into its hands every day. Aside from lack of' personal intere~:tt, 
perhaps the greatest obstacle to more effective reading is the inertia and 
indifference of' many. 
Surveys concerned with newspaper reading interests of' junior, and 
senior high pupils.-- If' teachers are to correct the weaknesses in the 
child's newspaper readi:p.g habits, the'y must f~rst fina out· e=/(aotly what. 
these-deficienCies ~re, and then~systematically plan to eliminate them. 
Growth in desii·able hab.its dpes not com~ from negative instructipn. 
Educating youth to think for himself is all important. 
An interesting and informative survey was made by Feingold in the 
Hartford ( Conn·ectiout) High School, and his findings were recorded in 
' y 
School and Society. The total enrollment in his sChool was 1,800, and 
the results serve to illustrate the newspaper reading int~rests of this 
large group .of high school pupils. Feingold's interest ~s in detennining 
the reading habits by using questionnaires distributed to· pupils throughotLt 
' the school, and then tabulating the results according to the percentage 
of reading frequencies. This is the result of his investigations: 
Table 3. Parts of' a Newspaper Always or Nearly ~lW~J-YS Read 
Front page••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Comic Section ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Sports••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Badia news••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Moving picture news ••••••• ~ •••••••• 
Theatre news••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(concluded on ne~ page) 
96.8% 
89.3% 
80.1% 
76.3% 
73.1% 
70.4% 
lJGilstave A.. Feingold, 1'Newspaper Tastes of High School Pupils, ttr 
School and Society (April 29, 1944), 59: 314-319. 
Table 3. (concluded) 
School news••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
News items inside •••••••• ~•••••••••••••• 
Indus~ry and science•••••••••••••••••••• 
Editorial page•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Want. ads•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adv~rtising••••••••••••••••••••••••a•••• 
Lost and found•••••••••••••••••••••••~•• 
l'B.shions •••••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••• 
Government ••••••••••••••••••••• ~··•••••• 
Women's page .............. •••••••••••••••• 
Critics••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Fiction••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Personals••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Book revievre••••••••••••••••••••~••••••• 
Amateur page•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Obituaries•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ed~oation••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Musio • ••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hou~ehold hints.~••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Columns ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
GossiP•••••••··~····•••••••••••••••••••• 
.Art news •••••••••••••• · •• •••••••••••••••• 
Poetry •• a••••••··~··••••••••~·o~~·•••••• 
Financial news•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
O.ocupa tions • ......................... "' •••• 
Shipping news••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Religion•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
61.2% 
61.1% 
37.5% 
32.7'/o 
31.9% 
30.7'/o 
30.3'/o· 
24.5% 
24.5% 
21.6% 
20.2'/o 
19.7% 
18.9% 
17.2% 
17.0% 
16.3% 
15.7% 
14.8'/o 
14.5% 
13.2% 
12.7%' 
11.4% 
11.1% 
10.2% 
9.1% 
6.6% 
5.8% 
The above ::figures clearly show that he~dlines~ comics~ and sport 
pages share honors £or top place in pupil interest. This is not 
12 
surprising considering the findings' o::f ad)llt surveys, and should not be 
a matter of too much concern. It is generally conceded that young people 
have well de::fined interests, and unless they ::feel a definite need for 
something outside of their narrow pre£erences, we cannot expect a variety 
of acti viti es. The eduoa.tor should, however, be concerned with the 
development o::f more important interests and understandings that will 
. t/' . 
result in changing these habits by widening the scope o::f interests. 
.. 
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The most comprehensive survey of: pupil interefit in ne-w:spaper 
reading that the wr:i:ter bas i'ound is a thesis that was written after a. y 
survey in a. Greater- Boston secondary school by Winkler. In her study 
she has tabula·ted some interesting findings that should help teachers 
to plan units of: study. The writer does not feel that these figures are 
valid, but includes them as an indication of: how pupils might answer a 
questionnaire on this subject. The first tables give data on the number 
and variety of papers read each day1 
Table 4. Percentage of: Total Number of: Pupils .(2,863)~ 
.Reading Varying Numbers of' Papers Daily 
Papers Daily 
None••••••••••••••••••••• 
One••••••••••••••••····~· 
Two•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Three•••••••••••••••••••• 
Four•••••••••••••••••~··• 
!i~e••••••••••••••••••••• 
Six•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Seven •••••••••••••••••••• 
Eight•••••••••••••••••••• 
Percentage of: Pupils 
6.50 
32.59 
35.80 
16.87 
5.80 
1.89 
.42 
.10 
.03 
:!/ Marian L; Winkler, Nev;spaper 'Reading Interests of' Children, Unpublished. 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1934. · 
_y'Ibid., p. 28 
y'. 
Table 5. Percentage of Number o£ Pupils in Each Grade 
'Reading Varying Number of' Papers Daily 
No. Read Daily VII VIII lX X XI 
None 6e53 3.49 5.15 3.49 4.40 
One 34.20 34.30 29.55 25.72 27.75 
Two 35.5lv 38.96J 38.16' 41.27 36e57' 
Three 17.75 14.24 19.25 18.73 24.24 
Four 4.70 5.81 5.84 7.30 5.73 
Five 1.04 2.3.2 2.06 3.17 .88 
Six .87 .32 .44 
XII 
3.07 
25.00 
42.54" 
19.74 
6.58 
2.19 
.44 
14 
3J . . . . . . . . <:7-':'o·;;>.., - ·.· 
Winkler·· has al~o conducted a survey on reading' irit~rests·. It is 
'. y 
a much more ambitious study thiUl the one by Feingold~ but comes to much 
the same conclusions. y 
Table 6. Percentage of Total Number of Pupils in Each Grade 
Who Checked Various Sections of the Newspaper 
Section VII 
Comics 97.39 
:Radio 70.50 
News 76 .. 50 
Sports 60.31 
Cartoons 71.02 
Pictures 59.27. 
Theatre 54.83 
yop. cit., P• 30 
yop. cit., P• 16 
yop. cit., P• 13 
~Miriam L .. Winkler, 
VIII IX 
.97..67 96.22 
73.55 67.01 
80.23 84.19 
71.80 72 .. 51 
63.37 64.66 
59.88 62.54 
55.52 60.14 
(concluded 
op .. cit. 1 P• 40 
X XI 
95.56 91.63 
80.63 74 .. 01 
84.44 84.58 
79.36 75 .. 77 
70.16 61.67 
65.40 61.23 
70.16 35.88 
on next page) 
XII 
93.86 
78.95 
88 .. 60 
78.51 
7:.3.37 
72.37 
74 .. 12 
15 
Table 6. (concluded) 
G Section VII VIII IX. X XI XII 
:Ro'to. 47.52 49.m 48.11 54.60 51.54 65.35 
Fiction 43.34 37.79 48.11 48.25 49.34 51.32 
Spec. Feat: 42.56 43.90 45.70 49.21 47.14 59.65 
Gossip 20.36 21.51 27.~5 31.75 43 .. 61 36.84 
Editorial 16.45 20.06 24.74 46.67 44.05 67.54 
:Fashions 16.19 18.60 28~86 34.60 37.44 41•23 
A.ds - 19 .• 84 15.99 23.71 24.44 24.23 32.02 
Letters 15.66 14.82 17.-87 21 .. 27 18.94 28.95 
Books 14.36 10.17 11.00 25.40 17.30 33.77 
Beauty 6.27 7.27 16.49 20.32 20.26 27.63 
Society 8.62 9.30 14 .. 78 15.56 22.47 22.81 
Household 8.09 5.52 5.15 '7.94 10.13 11.84 
Some items in the above study might well be challenged, but it must 
be taken into consideration tha. t the questionnaire method is not abvays 
reliable. However, it does give a general understanding of' the situe.tion. 
- . 
Conclusions.-- The conclusions reached by these surveys a.re self'-
< 
evident. The teacher will realize that sports, comics, and radio have a 
place in the life of' every child, but he will know that it is the news 
with its implic{;\;tions and interpretations that should be of .major 
importance in the classroom. 
Cl:IAPTER III 
NEWSPAPERS OF GREA.TER BOSTON 
The seleotipn of a newspaper.-- Surveys in the preceding chapter 
have shown that-newspaper reacting depends upon personal interests. 
Although the writer has found no statistics to prove it~ observ~tion 
seems to indicate that the choice of a particular paper is also_ the 
result of a habit. Most peopae vrho go to a strange oi ty buy an 
unfamiliar paper~ and this is not often a satisfactory experience because 
"j:;hey miss the well-.known .fe~tures of their hometown daily. Fevr readers 
seem to want to cbange'from the familiar to t~e unfamiiiar. 
Many people are influenced by friends or family in the selection 
of a paper. We seem to t'inheri t~ our newspaper preferences in much the 
- ' 
same way that we tend to "inneritu our religion or political affiliations. 
What we understand and what is familiar to us is apt to be, the thing most 
generally accepted. Newspaper make-up may vary to such a degree as to 
. mSlce ·reading an unfamiliar paper a frustrating experience. This must be 
taken into account when pupils are usi~g newspapers in class. Tea.ohers 
cannot expect children to read the same paper that would be the teacher's 
choice.· In most oases~ it would be well .for student activity to point 
out and emphasize the good and bad in journalism~ and not try' to change 
the paper selection unless it is •obvious that a paper does not and will 
not meet the needs of the pupi:\.->as a student or as an adult. 
Greater Boston newspaper circulation.-- In Greater Boston we have 
eight major newspapers. The circulation figures are as follsws: 
Table 7. U. S. Daily Newspapers o£ Large Circulation 
Boston y' 
.-~----·-
Newspapers 
Boston Globe (m and e) •••••••• 
Boston Herald (m) ••••••••••••• 
Boston Traveler (e) ••••••••••• 
Boston Post (m) ••••••••••••••• 
Boston Record (m) ••••••••••••• 
Boston American (e) ••••••••••• 
Boston Sunday Advert~~r •••••• 
Christian Science Monitor (e). 
Circulation 
Daily Sunday 
277,699 381,460 
133,497 256,460 
250,658 
306,383 247,065 
362,168 
179,662 
614,683 
172,699 
y 
' Newspaper standards.-- According to a recent magazine article, 
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several editors have given their ideas concerning good journalism. The 
article reads: 
"In the latter-hal£ o£ the nineteenth century three notable 
journalistic promises set a pattern o£ ideals for American 
newspapers. Joseph Pulitzer sent his New York World swinging into 
the arena promising that it wo.uld 'always fight for progress and 
reform'. Adolph Oohs took over the New York Times and said it 
would tgive the news, all the news', and in Denver, Thomas Gibbon 
stoutly promised that his Rooky Mountain Herald would remain 
'untrammeled by sinister influences from any quarter'.~ 
Bernays, wondering how the ~erioan dailies now lived.up to the 
ileals o£ crusading, completeness, and independence, decided to ask. He 
sent letters to 1,773 dailies and to a cross-section of readers, and 
.I 
found out that one out of every four publishers agreed that their 
YRarry Hansen (ad.) World Almanac and Book of .Facts for 19.53, New York 
World-Telegram, New York, 1953, p. 571~ 
5/"The Ideal PapersP, Newsweek (May 19, 1952), 39: 67-68. 
•, 
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profession wasn 1 t living up to the Pulitzer-Ochs Gibbon ideals, and 44 
percent of the readers agreed. Political bias, news-slanting, and failure 
to perform public services were given as the most common complaints. 
The readers and publishers told Bernays which papers they felt most 
nearly kept the ideals alive., a£ the top ten, the only Boston paper listEtd 
~s the Christian Science Monitor. 
Problems confronting Boston newspapers.-- Boston's newspaper trouble 
is an over-crowded :market. With· only one less newspaper than New Yo'rk, 
Boston has a circulation are~ only about one-fourth as large. As a 
result, each paper tries to appeal directly to the interests of the 
readers. Too much competition tends to cause undue emphasis on reader 
interest rather than on good journalism. 
In most cases, newspapers have become a private business enterprise 
run for profit, and the public-service aspect is not permitted to over-
rule the profit motive. Crusades f'or good government and the use of' 
space to enlighten the electorate must naturally be tempered by a 
consideration of' their relation to financial-receipts. 
It can be readily understood that if papers were to be strongly 
partisan, they would suffer in ~dvertising both because of the attitude 
of advertisers and because the subscribers do not have a singleness of 
interest. To attract the readers, emphasis is often given to such local 
news as murders, f'ires and scandals. Every ef'fort is made to reach f'or 
- a local angle that will resul·t in more newspaper readers. Some 
newspapers, in an attempt to !interest the largest possible number of. 
readers, emphasize whatever is sensational. For that reason, crime, 
) 
' 
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divorce~ accidents, and suicides are constantly dwelt upon because the 
natural, the normal, and the wholesome is not supposed to have news 
value. Before we can have better papers, we must first have more readers 
who desire information instead of sensationalism. y 
Winkler's study gives some in~iication of the newspapers available 
to pupils in a suburban Boston area. 
Table 8. Total Number o£ Boys and Girls Checking (Greater Boston) 
Identifiable Papers 
Paper Boys Girls 
(l) (2) (3) (4) 
! •....•..••.• Globe 975 983 
2 •••••••••••• Traveler 882 916 
3 .............. ~ost 813 786 
4 ............. Herald 731 784 
5 •••••••••••• American 650 637 
6 •••••••••••• Record 636 503 
7 ............. Advertiser 589 516 
8 •••••••••••• Monitor 88 75 
Evaluating the Greater Boston papers.-- It was the writer's hope to 
consider the newspapers o£ Greate·r Boston from a statistical standpoint, 
but after making,a careful study of the proportions o£ international, 
national,~ s~te, and other news items, it appeared to be impossible to 
t/ 
truthfully make a sta'tement that could strike an average. So much 
depends upon the day of the week, the nature o£ the current news, the 
influence of a ~ig storyw, and a general lack of fixed schedules which 
. l7ap. cift., P• 35 
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seems to indicate that no paper plans to have a predetermined amount o£ 
news or number o£ news items. The~ too, the content o£ editorial~, 
columnist 1 s items, and other major f'.ea·tures could not be statistically 
measured. Where some papers employ their own correspondents, others 
print numerous syndicated articles that are o£ten short and are not 
always in.fonnative. Features of' personal advise, household items, ·and 
comics appear to be the only predictable ele~ent in any newspaper. Even 
sports articles vary according to the season and the sport activities • 
.AIJ· a result of' the wH ter's first effort in evaluation, it seemed 
obvious that any critical estimate of' the Boston newspapers would have 
to be in gene~l terms rather than in figures. 
The Boston American and Boston Record.-- The Boston American and 
Boston R~oord are the Cityts members of' the Hearst controlled newspaper 
chain which had its beginning in the 1890's and still remains one o.f the 
most popular in large cities throughout the United States. The format 
oi' these papers diff'ers f'rom the conventional newspapers of today by· 
being about one-hal£' the size. This type is called a tabloid both becausj~ 
of its policy o£ condensing news and also because it f'eatures photographij~ 
matter. 
~lliam ~ndolph Hearst, founder of the chain, expressed his 
philosophy in these words: rtThe American people are an independently 
thinking people. Newspapers do not form the op1n1on of' the people, but 
i£ they are to be•success:ful they must express the opinion of the public.;{ 
As might be expected, the editorial page and other major items have but 
gw"illard G. Bleyer, Main Currents in the Histozf of american Journalism, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1927, P• 383. 
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one point o£ view and one policy dictated by the controlling interest. 
Often these tabloids have nothing but enor.mous headlines on the 
front page~ --but one has only to watch a newsstand to see ~t good 
advertising this method proves to be. Every purchaser knows that there 
will probably be very little inf'orma t:i..on inside the paper that will 
explain the headlines, yet he seems unable to resist this superf'icial 
type o£ news. When an important story breaks, extras are frequent. and 
• 
headlines change many times a d_ay. On days when the news is not 
particularly interesting, there will b.e a picture or two on the front 
page with brief captions. Human-interest pictures seem to be the most 
popular. 
The readability and eye-catching pictures probably go a long way 
toward explaining the popularity of these tabloids~ Heavy demands come 
/ 
f'rom people who enjoy reading on the way home on the streetcars or trains .. 
Their·size and t:h~ abundant pictures of movie stars, pretty girls, and 
auto accidents have appeal. Probably the number of sales will vary with 
the community. Through obseryation the writer has concluded that in 
rural districts of Mainev~hich are ordinarily served by the Boston papers, 
one seldom sees a Hearst paper. 
In evaluating by figures, the writer has found most issues of the 
American and Record contain less than ten ar.ticles on intern.a tional 
affairs, less than that number on national affairs while the informatio, 
of passing interest far surpasses either and often both. 
Whether this type of newspaper reading is ever actually harmful in 
- terms of' actual reading value cannot be easily determined. Obviousl-y, 
22 
they cannot raise the level of public 'information, however, it could be 
argued that the reader must learn something of current political and 
social problems even if inadvertently and by headlines only. Qn the 
other hand, the ~bloids do not profess to be gr~t educators or heralds 
of the world ne~; they frankly try to appeal to those who seek something 
light with personal interest. 
The Christian Science Monitor.-- The Monitor is published under the 
supervision of a religious sect, as its name indicates. Actually, 
however, there is only one article which is wholly religious in its 
content and phraseology, and this article appears daily on the Rome 
Forum page. Apart from the religious portion, the policy of the Monitor 
is independent and nonpartisan. It is read by people of many faiths, 
and is often regarded as a national rather than a Boston paper. 
Furthermore, it is acknowledged to be one of the best newspapers in the 
y' 
country. 
Aecording to an Un.titled pamphlet published by the Editorial Board, 
the aim of the Monitor is to Wfurnish clear, constructive~ informative, 
and entertaining news for every member of the family.tll They add that the" 
test of all Monitor news is whether it is news which we all need to know 
in order to be infonn.ed and alert citizens. The paper has consistently 
refused to sensationalize crime, to exploit admitted reader interest in 
crime, or to, build circulation on any appeal to morbidity. They do, 
however,-assure the readers that an informed public opini~n must be built 
upon a faithful knowledge of what the crime problem really is, and publish 
l/"The Ideal Papersw, Newsweek (May 19, 1952), 39: 67-68. 
··.,-
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really essential news without glorif.ying the criminal and without 
·minimizing the crime. 
In no copy o~ the Monitor has the writer found less 'than twenty-
five news items about international a.:f~airs, and information about 
national and s~te problems is abundant. Articles of passing interest. 
are ~ew, and only those of major importance are reported at all. The 
well-worded editori~~s are truly worthwhile and appeal to the intelligent 
- .. 
reader. Especially valuable are the articles' written by the Meni tor' s/ 
own :foreiga correspondents who are among the most active in the worl4. 
The only sign e:f bias no-ticed by the writer over many years ef 
·clipping "this daily J?aper, is an unoompromis:ing opinion against 
seoialized medicine. 
The Boston Post.-- .At one time .the Post was the largest selling. 
morning newspaper in the United States, but o~ late years its ciroul~tion 
had fallen oi'f to a marked degree, and it was ha.ving financial 
difficulties when, in June 1951, it was purchased by John Fox, a Boston 
financier. Since that date it has shown signs of new vigor under -the 
competent editor-in-chief, John Gri:ffin. In assuming responsibility ~or 
-the policy of t.h.e paper, Fox said: ilThe readers want colQr, an.d we'll 
. y 
give it to them.- FOx's definition of •color• is not·quite clear, but 
time will be the judge. 
The Pos-t has always been a Democratic paper, and although -the news ) 
policy has not been put to a severe test, it s-till remains tharoughly 
Of/#tooping with the Post!\', Time (October 20, 1952), 60: 62-63. 
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Democratic in its bias as "Wll.S demonstrated during the Eisenhower-Stevensan 
electial!l. campaign. During the first six months under new ma.nagement it 
did some ef'fective crusading concerned wi..th irregul.a.ri ties in state 
legislature. activities. However# in criticizing the policies of the 
Boston Public Library# it was generally condemned for its attiinde. It 
pas also had a well directed campaign to appeal to the readers. Many 
c_hanges have been made in the .fonnat# and whitt was considered to be an 
old-fashioned type of set-up was dropped. Many new items have been added 
to make it ~t Fox describes as Wa lively aggressive newspaper devoted 
,Y 
to the public interest.w 
The ccntents of the Past measured statistically could be considered 
verY satisfactory. The number of' articles dealing with international 
and na. tional news of'ten exceeds the number in the other Boston papers. 
However# many of these articles are f'rom press associations and 
the bare infarmat{on on which ta f'orm. an opinion. 
The writer thinks that the paper has been impressively improved 
during the time that it has been_ studied in preparation f'or this paper. 
Both content and make-up have been altered. to make a more ef'fective and 
inf'ormative newspaper. 
The Boston Herald and the Boston Tra~eler.-- These sister papers, 
one pub1ished in the morning and ene in the evening, can well be 
considered together because many of the f'eatures are identical. The 
Herald celeb~ted its one hundredth anniversary in 1946, and the Traveler 
:!fH"LOoping with the Post'~ Time (october 20, 1952)" 60: 62. 
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is over ene hundred and twenty-five years old. 
The .Ma.naging editor, George E. Minot says: 
"The Herald is an independent Republican paper~ and the only 
policy we have is to print all the news we can get our haE4s 
on u <:)Ur news columns~ and to try te interpret and comment 
on it fairly-and honestly in our ~ditori~l pages. We try to 
print things that interest our readers~ and for that reason 
perhaps devote more space to women•s features and fashions 
than the other papers.~ 
Both the Herald and Traveler have fairly good records s~tistieally 
speaking. Their international and national news articles are above the 
average in number. In the Herald regular contributors such as Rudolph 
Elie and Bill Cunningham write' sprightly columns; in the Traveler, "David 
Lawrence, Drew Pearson, and Robert C. lroark attract many readers. 
One needs only to look at the .front page of either paper to be 
convinced that every article included was written with a view to the 
'Republican policy i'ollowed by both papers. This should be kept in mind 
by the instructor using these papers in the classroom. 
Both the Herald and Traveler are popular newspapers throughout New 
I 
England with those agreeing with the Republican point-o£-view. 
The Boston Globe.-- The morning and evening Globes report the 
current news with an acceptable degree o£ reliability and accuracy 
without the use of blaring headlines or emotional writing. They do not 
crusade or try to educate the rea!ler. The ·syndica-ted columnistts 
articles are well chosen and bear the names of many of our leading 
journalists. One bright spot is the .featured ecli torial by "'uncle Dudley" 
which seems to this writer t.o be amcng the best in B0ston editorial 
journalism because it is thoughtfully written with a mature point-o.f-view .• 
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In answer to a letter inquiring about the policy of the Globe. the 
Prometien NJanager wrote: ltyou will notice that. eur poliey is that 0f a. 
strictly independent newspaper polit~cally. and that we insist upon 
.presenting both sides 0f the news as .fairly as possible."' 
The number of articles of internatienal and national importance vary 
according to the nature of the current news. and are usua~ly adequate in 
number if slightly slanted t~ard reader interest in content and length. 
The Globe is credited wi~h being the first newspaper to develop the 
so-called women's page 1 and gives twice as much homekeeping information 
as the average daily in the United States. 
In evaluating the Globe one could say that it is a censervative. 
:nonpartisan paper printed with a view to infonn.ing and entertaining the 
whole i'amily. 
Classroom analysis of newsp~per content.-- The following figures 
give some indication of the number and subject of news articles printed 
on a.'-typical weekday in the Greater Boston newspapers. Sta.tistics 1 
however, cannot explain the length of the articles, the value ef.their 
content to the classroom, or the source and authenticity of the 
information. Only ·items of twenty lines or more were included. 
The writer does not feel that t0o much consideratien should be 
given to these figures because the amount of printed material varies :te 
a. marked degree from day-to-day. These statistics are included only te 
give the instructer a basis on which to conduct an analysis in the 
classroom. 
/ 
, . 
Ta-ble 9. Distripution of News Articles for One ~y in the Newspapers 
__ , ef Greater Boston 
Intern.a-tienal National State Passing· 
Pa.per"s News News News News 
1 2 3 4 5 
!merioan 8 5 6 22 
Monitor 25 17 4 9 
Globe 16 18 2 15 
Herald 21 14 6 23 
Pest . 30 23" 4 45 
Reoord 9 8 1 16 
Traveler 14 15 3 35 
~·-
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CH!PTER IV 
TEACHING AIDS 
Preparation for instruction.-- Planning for a unit on newspaper 
reading must begin before the ·first assignment~ so it would be wise for 
the instructor to carefUlly inspect some of the aids to teaching this 
type of unit. By the use of ea.sily obtainable materials~ the study can 
be enriched to a marked degree. 
]tlms.-- The importance of visual aids cannot pe overemphasized in 
relatiolil to any unit on the newspaper. Films may be used for a variety 
of purposes and at varying times throughout the study. Whether they 
develop better understandings, provide valuable experiences, fo~ter 
skills, promote interests, or just furnish additional essential 
information, they are one of the best teaching aids. 
Some instructors like to introduce a new topic by presenting a 
:film. Under some conditions this is a reasonable procedure because it 
gives the students an idea of what they are about to study, and, if it 
is a good film, arouses their interest. Other teachers show films to 
illustrate or clarif'y facts during the development of the unit. A. few 
films would be considered more meaningful if they were to be shown at 
the end of the project. Regardless of' when the film is shown, or how 
many f'ilms are used, it is recommended that this visual aid be 
considered as an integral part of any unit. 
A$ generally practiced, the process of selecting films for classroom 
use is not always satisfactory. In the case of the newspaper, however, 
-28-
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roost films are directed toward one phase o£ the subject, and their 
effective application depends largely upon the objectivity e£ the 
teaching plan. Films about newspapers are many and varied. Some show 
an overview o£ the whole £ie1d o£ journalism; some treat the subject 
£rom the· vocational point-o£-view; one tei~s o£ Peter Zenger and his 
fight £or a free press; others illustrate the making of' newsprint £rom 
the forest to the printing press; some emphasize reporting. Because o£ 
the importance o£ wise film selection, the writer suggests that the 
suitability o£ i:he films in question be examined in terms of certain 
standards of grade level, interest, subject matter, content, and length. 
Most films are either free or inexpen,sive, and are readily available. 
However, it is necessary that they be ordered far ahead of the date ef 
the 'showing. film guides are often sent upon request, and p·repare the 
teacher and the class for a more effective viewing. 
There are several good ca taloga of teaching films in most libraries, y 
but the writer has found the one published by the H. w. Wilson Company y 
and Educators Guide to Free Films the most useful. The following 
selected list may be o£ value to teachers: 
1. Democracy's Diary. McGraw-Hill, 1948. 16 min. sound 
Tells the story of modern journalism using the New York Times 
as an example. Shows how the news is gathered, sent to the 
city desk for checking, and then through the linotype machine 
and make-up room until it reaches the columns otf the newspaper. 
The final sequence shows the circulation department. 
Recommended. 
l/Ed.ucational .Film Guide, H. w. Wilson· Company, New ·York, 1953 
~M. F. Horkheimer (Ed.), Educators Guide to Eree Films, Educators Progress 
Service Randolph (Wis), 1952. 
2. Row To Read a Newspaper. Coronet, 1951. 10 min., sound, coler. 
Shows some of the masic reading techniques in newspaper 
reading. Emphasizes the importance of reading more than 
.one paper, checking news for accuracy, and the place and 
use of headlines. 
Recommended. 
3. Journalism .. Mahnke, 11940. 11 min., sound. 
A rapid though detailed analysis of the newspaper business 
from the standpoint.of vocational guidance. It begins with 
scenes in a newspaper office and then shows the varied lives 
of reporters and editors. Mentions abilities needed for 
newspaper work in all branches. 
Recommended. 
4. Miracle of Millions. New York Daily News, 1949. 33 min., sound, 
color .. 
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" . 
.An interpretation of the New York News in terms of' editorial 
concept, reportoria+ style, columnists, features·, and in 
general reveals What makes this newspaper so interesting that 
it has the largest circulation of any newspaper in the United 
States. 
5. Newspaper St-ory. Encyclopaedia Britannica Films Inc., 1950. 
16 min., sound. 
Demonstrates how a modern newspaper is printed by following 
through a story of a··Boy Scout finding a lost child. Shows 
the work of' the reporters, the special editors, the type 
setting and composing rooms, and the huge presses which 
automatically print, cut, and fold the paper ready for 
delivery. 
Reoomniended. 
6. Newsprint. National Film Board of Canada, 23 mine, so\lild, color. 
Follows the whole cycle of newsprint production from the time 
of the first lumber until the final ro~l of newsprint tumbles 
down the sloping railway to the ship waiting to carry it to 
the newspaper plants. The main locale of the forest scene is 
in the Saint I.awrence River valley in Canada. Could be used 
by geography classes as well as those interested in 
newspapers. 
7. Police Reporter. Ohio State University~ 1950, Bureau of Public 
Relations, 20 min. sound. 
The job o.f news reporting as exemplified in particular b;y-
the police reporter's work. Included is the coverage o£ a 
payroll holdup which illustrates cooperation o.f reporters, 
city desk, photographic specialists and the rewrite desk in 
printing a :fast breaking story. 
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8. Sto~ o.f the Boston Globe. Audio-Visual Corp., 1949~ 20 min., sound. 
' Shows the whole process o.f newspaper-making from the cutting 
of the timber o.f Northern Maine through the pulp mills to the 
presses in Boston. Especially valuable b.eoaJlse o.f its . 
explanation about a local paper. 
9. The Story That Couldn 1 t Be Printed. Teaching Films Custodians 
Incorporated. ll min., sound. 
The history of John Peter Zenger, pre-Revolutionary War printer 
and publisher, who was persecuted, arrested and tried :for 
publishing reports reflecting upon the honesty of His Majesty's 
Colonial Representative. Zenger's :friend, Jobn Alexander, 
sought and received the assistance o:f the retired lawyer .!ndrew 
Hamilton whose presentation before the jury is a masterly 
statement in the freedom o.f the press. Zenger's acquittal was 
one o:f the :first victories for .freedom o:f the press and 
contributed to the inclusion o.f the doctrine in the Bill of 
Rights. 
Recommended. 
10. Trees to Tribunes. Chicago Tribune, 1948. 30 min., sound, coler. 
The various steps in_the production o.f a newspaper including 
the cutting of pulpwood, the making o.f newsprint, and the 
details o:f the make-up and printing of a. paper; Includes 
scenes of the editorial rooms and composing department. 
11. That's News to Me. Daily Tribune (New York), 1946. 12 min., sound. 
~:film showing how a news event is handled in story and·in 
pictures. Type is set and photo-engravings are made, the 
stereotyping and printing processes as well as the manner in 
which the .finished newspaper is distributed. 
II 
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12. Today's News - Tomorrow's Men. Tenn .. University 1947. 29 min.~ 
sound. 
Shows the complex operation 0~ a modern daily newspaper ~rom 
the assembly o~ the news to the delivery o~ the ~inished 
product at the subscriber's home. 
Visit to a newspaper plant.-- There is nothing that will appeal to 
the adolescent more than a trip. Given careful planning and adequate 
student preparation, a visit to a near-by newspaper o~~ice is an 
exceptionally e~~ective means o~ promoting better understandings of the 
subject. There is no substitute ~or personal observation. The teacher 
must, however, make care~l preparations ~or the visit in the light of 
~ollow-up assignments, and every e~fort should be made to ensure an 
en'j oyable trip so that the experience will result in ~avorable impressions. 
The visit may come at any time during the study of the unit since 
it may serve as a preview, overview, or as a means o~ clarifying some 
point of confUsion. With proper accuracy of observation it should 
result in constructive thinking~ and a more realistic understanding o~ 
the -whole problem. 
The English Journal recently published an interesting letter from 
an eighth grade pupil who had visited a newspaper plant. It reads in 
part: 
~Today we visited the newspaper of~ice, which, to me, is a 
very exciting place. .From the noisy linotypes to the rumbling 
press, it was fascinating and interesting. 
I enjoyed most the file where the old newspapers are stored. 
It.is.very interesting to look through them and recall events that 
are almost ~orgotten. 
'rhe teletype, wirephoto, and linotype are all amazing. Of 
course it's wonderful, too, how ~ast the papers come off the press. 
I often wondered how the men could fold all the pape~s so ~ast. Now 
I know that a machine does the work and that it gets done verr fast. 
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Equally interesting were the men who work at the office. These 
men really must have a lot of pep·and energy to do their job. A 
reporter's job is more than sitting down at a typewriter and writing 
a story. I know now that he has to rout out the news first. 
Most anything in any newspaper office is interesting. There ' 
are many reasons for this, but I think the most important fact is 
that it is run with everyene doing his job and helping to :make a 
good paper. The newspaper is a wonderful way of letting one know 
the news on the day that it happened.~.!/ 
The schools pf Greater Boston are fortunate in being near several 
newspaper plants. The Herald-Traveler and the Christian Science Monitor 
welcome visitors, but suggest that special appointments be made well in 
advance of the trip. 
Bullet5in "B:oards as teaching devises.-- One of the best ways to 
analyze newspapers .is thr~ugh the use of bulletin boards especially 
prepared for the assignments. Pupil participation in the ~rranging of 
these board..s, and actual .classroom use should insure more appreciate 
learning. 
If bulletin boards are not availaple, they can b_e easily made by 
·using wall board or even card board that has been covered with paper. 
One board might be reserved for editorials, one for headlines, and 
another for comies or sports. 
It must be kept in mind that the success of the bulletin board as a 
teaching aid depends upon the skill with which it is planned. If it is 
a· product of class teamwork~ it will probably be more interesting than 
as if it is supplied and used by the instructor. 
1 Margaret Gregory and W. J. McLaughlin, t•Teaching the Newspaper in 
unior High Schools,~ English Journal (January, 1951), 40: 23. 
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Vocabulary.-- It is impossible to read with understanding wi·thout 
a working vocabulary that is appropriate to the reading subject. ~ 
person who has little or no know~edge of scientific terms would find it 
difficult to read a scientific text because all reading is based on the 
assumption that words have connotation. Fbr pupils in school, vocabulary 
is especially important since the degree of success depends upon an 
ability to gra~p the meaning of each word. 
Like all specialized subjects, newsp~per reading has its own 
vocabulary. Not to know the most commonly used words can be disastrous 
to the social studies pupil. Many movies and novels about newspaper 
reporting ~mploy words and phrases known only in the world of the press, 
and these words are featured to the extent that the dialogue may be 
almost meaningless to those who have not been initiated. Much of this 
speech may be just a specialized form of slang, but a general knowledge 
of widely used terms is essential to the teaching of any newspaper unit. 
During the first two or three days of the study, it would be wise to 
include_ a special assignment on vocabulary. Part or Whole of the following 
list might be helpful: 
Ad - Abbreviation for advertisement 
~p- ~ssociated Press . 
Assignment - 4 reporter's allotted task 
Banner line - HeadlL~e in large letters across the top of the first page 
Beat - Reporter's assigned area for gathering news 
Blotter - Police register 
Body type - Most commonly used type of average size 
Bold face - Heavy type 
Break - First news of an event 
By-lL~e - Signature of the writer 
Caption - Explanation of a picture, or headline of an item 
Columnist -A writer who Qonduets a regular column 
I- ··----------------
Compose - To set type 
Copy - All materials prepared and ready for printing 
Copy reader - One who edits a reporter's inf'orma tion 
Cover ~ Find facts and write up an assignment 
Credit line - The line th~t designates the source of' the stor,y 
Cub - Inexperienced reporter 
Date line - The line at the beginning of' a story giving the place and 
date of' the event 
Deadline - Time when all copy f'or an edition must be in 
Editorial -A leading article giving the edi.tors opinion 
Extra - An edition brought out at other than the regular time 
Exclusive - A story printed in one paper only 
Feature story- A story with-something more than news'value 
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File .a story - Telephoning or sending news by other means of' c.pmmunioation 
Filler - . .A. story o.ften with little value used to f'ill space 
Flash - Bulletin with, brief' information 
Headline - The title over an article 
Human-interest story - One that appeals to the emotion rather than 
actuality. 
I N S - International News Service 
Kill - To discard a story as useless, undesirable or unwise to print 
Lay-out - A plan f'or arrangement of' sheet 
Lead - First sentence of' a story that introduces the subject 
Lead Story - A front page story usually placed in the right-hand column 
LLaotype ~ A typesetting machine 
.• MoJ:gue.~- Library or files of' stories, biographies, cuts • and other 
information . 
Newsprint - The paper on which the newspaper is printed 
Play up - An article or story that is emphasized 
Policy the n:ews - To write with business interest or other vested interest 
in mind 
Publicity - Disguised advertising 
Put to bed - Closing of' the edition 
Release - Allow the publishing of' a story 
Rewrite -a rewritten account of' a previously published story 
Scoop - A story printed in a paper before another paper has it 
Spot news - Up-te-date 
Story - }.ny articl'e except an editorial or advertisement 
Syndicate - A.n agency which sells special articles to newspapers 
Tip - Information about a possible story 
UP - United Press 
Yellow journalism - Emphasis on the sensational element 
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The introductory questionnaire.-- Because the teacher may not know 
how much the pupils have alre~dy receivea· in the way of newspaper 
instruction, it seems logical to plan a short quiz in the form of ~ 
questionnaire before the s~rt of the unit. In a recent magazine article 
this procedure was described and the results of the inquiry are here 
quoted in part: 
~An introductory quiz concerning the purposes and work of the 
various departments of the newspaper and its layout revealed that 
everyone read the comic page and understood rather thoroughly the 
sports section. Six of the twenty-seven students knew something 
about the editorial page; no one thoroughly understood the ter.ms 
ttlead,"' Ltcolumnist, ~~ W.A,ssociated Press, tt "United Press,'-' or 
"syndicates.~ But they were determined to learn."~ 
After establishing a starting point, and making clear the main 
·fujectives for the unit~ it should be easy to select the best possible 
mater-ials--i"br the study. 
1(Margaret Gregory and W. J. McLaughlin, "Teaching the Newspap~r in 
Junior High Schools,u English Journal (January, 1951), 40: 24. ',, __ 
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CH!PTER V 
THE TEA.CHING UNIT 
The responsibility of the instructor.-~ The planning process for 
a unit on newspaper reading must of necessity take into consideration 
the needs of the pupils in terms of personal and social characteristics. 
In many school subjects the act of learning by the students involves only 
acceptance or rejection indicated by the teacher~ but when concerned with " 
newspaper study, this concept is entirely too narrowbeoause the 
selection or rejection should primarily be an act carried on by the 
student as he considers the factors .involved in the problem. However, 
pupils oannot make intelligent decisions until they have been given the 
basic information which is the prerequisite to good judgment. It is the 
responsibility of the instructor, therefore, to supply fundamental facts 
and to encourage the child to develop his own reading habits. 
Placement of the unit.--~ truly effective plan of study should be 
organized as an integral part of the educational program beginning in 
. . 
the sixth or seventh grades, and extending into the senior high school 
years. There appears to be no doubt t:ha t only repetition of infonna tion 
and constant drill ~ll result in complete understanding of the problems 
involved. 
This unit may be taught as a whole or in part according to the needs 
of the child. Above all, however, it should be taught with consideration 
'•, 
of th~ application of the learning. As an isolated unit ef study, the 
I -37~ -
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des,ired results will not be accomplished because when 8. student does not 
have a def'ini te need :for learning, he does' ·not pro:fi t :from the :first- . 
hand knowledge that comes :from the application of' skills and understandings. 
The study"need not always be a complete unit, but may be correlated with 
other units when the need :for newspaper in:fonnation is imperative. In 
short, the realistic aspect o:f the subject is of' the greatest importance. 
I:f well directed use of' the newspaper takes place over a period of' 
years, there should be a good chance that adequate habits will become 
permanent and i:hat youth will continue to read, talk, think and liot with 
the help of' the best in American journalism. 
Scope and overview of' the unit.-- If' our democratic form of' 
government is to survive, every American must understand the economic, 
social and political problems of' today. Newspapers can supply us wi.th 
the essential background of current information, but it is necessary to 
be able to evaluate our daily reading so that we may spend our time on 
the most significant facts, the best thought, and the more authentic 
figures. To t~is end, we should teach about newspapers as we would 
about any subject vital to the life of' a free people. 
Genera.! \ 
1. The newspaper is an r.-·· 
important f'aotor in our 
daily living and thinking 
v· z. Newspapers should be . 
selected with care. 
3. Reading a newspaper 
involves a skill to be 
acquired through experience. 
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Objectives 
Specific 
!.. Newspapers are more widely read 
than any other type of' printed matter. 
B. Right thinking may mean the 
dif'f'erenoe between a successful and 
an unsuccessful life. We get our 
opinions from many sources, but the 
daily newspaper contributes in a 
large measure to the moulding of' 
public opinion which in turn, forms 
the p~licy of' our nation. 
A. Some newspapers are printed in 
such a manner as to attract the eye, 
but leave the mind barren. 
B. Some papers voice the opinions of' 
minority or pressure groups. 
C. Some papers are published with the 
sole purpose of' prof'it making. 
D. Some p~pers specialize in having 
well trained staff's at home and 
throughout the world. 
E. Some papers rely on the reporting 
· of poorly trained persons. 
F. Some papers are sensational, give 
inacoura~e accounts or laok·proper 
emphasis on issues of' importance. 
G. Most papers try to give the public 
what it wants. 
A. The right kind of newspaper readirg 
habit should be developed and encouraged. 
B. By studying the parts of' the 
newspaper we can better evaluate the 
written material as it fits our personal 
interests and needs. 
4. American education and L/ 
culture depends upon the 
publie demand for good 
dtf·J"-"1. newspapers. f ..;JA.·f.._ · c:b.r"Y~~,.l 
rr-r ·~·· 
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A. The newspaper can be a broadening 
influence during school years and 
adult life. 
B. A person is o.ften judged by the 
newspaper he reads because his choice 
o.f a paper reflects his powers o.f 
observation and discrimination as well 
as his mental level. 
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The Unit 
Learning experiences 
Introduction 
1. ~uestionnaire to find out what pupils know and what they need 
v'"' to know. 
2. Discuss aims of unit. 
3. What should be accomplished? 
Homework assignme~t 
1. Bring to class a copy of your favorite newspa.per. 
2. Be prepared to tell why you think it best fits your needs. 
3. ~t part do you usually read first? Second? Third? 
1:• What do you consider to be the most valuable use of a 
newspaper. 
Class discussion 
1. Make a. chart showing what papers are read. 
2. Make table of reading interests. 
3. Discuss the value of news vs. other newspaper departments. 
Homework assignment 
1 •. Clip the following from the front page of your newspaper: 
a. best artic:J..e of international interest 
b. best article of national interest 
c. best article of passing interest 
2. Be prepared to evaluate the clippings. 
3. How does your newspaper rate? 
Class discussion 
1. 'Which front page of a Boston newspaper would be the most 
valuable to you? Why? 
c:-
Homework assignment 
1. From a newspaper clip the following and paste in a :noteb0ok 
or mount on theme paper: 
a. a signed f'eature 
b. an editorial 
c. a press association item 
a. a comic 
e. a sports article 
:f. a household feature 
g. a f'eature especially for young people 
Class assignment 
Make a study of' the clippings in relation to their va.lue t0 7 
classroom interest and needs. ~ 
Homework assignment 
1. Study the newspaper vocabulary list. 
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2. Bring as many illustrations of' terms to class as you can :find 
in one newspaper. 
Class activity 
1. Discuss terms_in relation to a newspaper. 
2. Short quiz on vocabulary terms* 
Home assignment 
From one Boston newspaper clip and paste in sc~pbook or notebook: 
a. largest headline 
b. be~t news item 'on international affairs 
c. best news item on national af'fairs 
d. best editorial 
e. best signed article 
Class activity 
1. Select the best news article 'from each newspaper. 
2. Evaluate papers through these selections by asking: 
._, 
/ 
... 
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a. Is the article worth ~le? 
b. Is the article interesting? 
c. Is the ar~icle dull~ trite? 
d. Is the article biased? 
e. Is the arcticle long or short enough? 
:r. Do.es the article contribute to better understanding 
o:f the world we live in? ·.-~~~--~·-··- ..• _.,,... 
.. --... --
Homework assignment 
1. What is bias~ propaganda, and sensatio~lism? 
2. Be prepared to give an example o:f each. 
Cl~ss activity 
Discuss how reading a newspaper that has bias, contains propaganda 
or sensationalism might do harm to the reader. 
Suggested special tepics :for members o:f the class; 
A brief history o:f the American newspaper. 
The place o:f press associations in American journalism. 
How :fre~ should• a :free press be? 
What makes a good editorial? 
How can a newspaper help us in school? 
What jabs are availa_:ble in newspaper offices? 
0~ what value are columnists? 
Should newspapers crusade? 
What is meant by '~~The pen is mightier than the sword;;-? 
. ~ -.... :' ' 
.; ··--. 
C~TER "VI 
TESTING 
Gener~l observations on testing the results of teaching.-- Because 
the results of newspaper stu~y in the classroom are not apt to become 
apparent at the close of any unit of study~ it is difficult to accurately 
measure the results of teaching. Obviously~ not all the ~nswers to 
better reading habits can be found after a limited period of st~dy 
because learning may go beyond the point of merely having a knowledge of 
the subject. The ultimate proof of the effectiveness of the activity 
will be found on a long-term basis. ·Actually, the value of the 
instruction can be measured only by definite proof that the child has 
related his study to the problems of everyday newspaper reading. Dnder 
the eyes of an alert teacher, any pupil learns quickly to use the best 
newspaper for the answers to the classroom assignments but the true test 
comes when evidence is shown that reading habits have improved outside 
the school. 
If' the shifting interests of' the adolescent will direct him away 
from reading only comics and sports items, the instructor,has cause far 
rejoicing. If'~ however, immature judgment, lack of' background, or poor 
taste result in reading that is time-consuming or even detrimental, more 
positive teaching must be planned. 
Testing by comparison.-- It is difficult for the writer to wake 
definite suggestions for ev~luation without knowing exactly what a class 
-44-
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has been studying. One helpful method might be to carefully e:x:amine an 
unfamiliar paper such as the New York Times, and have the class tell its 
good and bad features. The keenness of the class observations should 
indicate what learning has ta.ken place. 
Activity tests.-- To show individual progress and growth, class 
activities that reveal pupil attitudes as well as knowledges and skills 
are usually better ,than written tests. The following is quotation from 
a magazine article that suggests .Yarious methods of testing through class 
participation. 
1. Symposium.-- A few people prepare speeches which present 
their own vie~ on a giYen subject. A chairman presides, 
but plays a very minor role. The audience plays no part 
unless the symposium is followed by a forum. 
2. Forum.-- This is a general discussion period following a 
speech or speeches. A chairman presides to recognize 
members of the audience who wish to speak, and to direct 
the discussion. !nswers to or discussions of statements 
from the floor are made by the speaker or speakers who 
have already addressed the audience. 
3. Panel discussion.-- Several (usually four to eigh~9 persons 
take .part in a free discussion of a selected topio. 
(Generally; :the speakers are either experts o~ they'Ye 
brushed up on the topic ahead of time.) The chairman 
controls the discussion and sU!lllllB.rizes it at the end. The 
audience does not take part unless the panel is followed 
by a forum or round-table discussion. 
4. Debate.-- This is a formal speaking contest in which two 
teams argue in support of opposing sides of a given 
proposal. The audience takes no part unless a forum or 
round-table follows. A. decision in favor of ene Q:f the· 
two teams is made by appointed judges. 
5. ~ round-t~ble discussion resembles formal discussions 
but is governed by such lillose rules that it1 s considered 
~s ~n informal discussion. A fairly small group takes 
part in a free con'Versation. Usually there is no 
audience, because all present p~rtioipate. If there is 
a chairman, which there needn•t be, he takes as little 
part as possible.~ l/ 
Objective Tests 
Objective tests.-- Objective tests of many types maybe used to 
evaluate factual knowledge acquired as a result of the teaching unit. 
Content and scope of these tests would depend upon the teaching 
situation. The following are samples of various objective tests. 
True - 1alse 
Directions: If you think the statement is true, indicate by 
writing !• If it is false, write F. 
The paper a person reads usually reflects his 
opinions. 
Newspapers try to educate the public. 
Everyone should be made to read the-same paper. 
Comics should be eliminated from all newspapers. 
Foreign correspondents usually give more ~ccurate 
information about international events than local 
reporters. 
All newspaper articles have he~dlines •.. 
Newspapers are published to make money £or their 
owners. 
The date line gives ·the date the paper is printed. 
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1/WWhit•s on your mind?~, Practical English (February 13, 1952), 12: 6-7. 
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Newspapers try to give the readers -what they wa.nt. 
Editorials are found on the front page. 
Completion Test 
Directions: Complete each of the following; sentences by supplying 
,the correct word or phrase. 
1. is the name for the paper on which the news 
-.---.--r--,::---
l.S printed. 
2. A young; reporter is called a 
-------
3. When one paper, prints an important story before other 
papers it is called • 
4. The Boston paper most read outside Massachusetts is called 
• 
---------------------
5. A newspaper story'that ap~eals to the emotions of a reader 
is called • 
6. The principle object of a newspaper is to print • 
------
Matching Test 
Directions: In the parenthesis next to each item in column A., 
write the number of the item in column B which is most closely 
. ' 
associated with it. 
A. B 
( ) Zenger 1. clipping; file 
( ) put-to-bed 2. freedom of the press 
( ) !.P. 3. picture title 
( ) Morgue 4. arrangement 
( ) caption 5. emphasize 
., . 
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( ) make-up 6. deadline 
( ) play-up 7. newspaper agency 
( ) £'iller 8. material of' slight value 
Conclusion.-- It is the writers hope that this thesis w~y encourage 
teachers to plan well organized instruction in newspaper reading habits 
in the full rea liza ti on the. t: 
''The most important business of' the .American public school 
is that of' making good American citizens. It may turn out scholars. 
It may produce sucoessi'ul men of' business. It may educate i'or 
culture. It may make it possible i'or its graduates to make a better 
living. These and other things it may do -- and yet possibly £'ail. 
The real test of' its accomplishments is the kind af' citizen it 
i'urnishes the Republic. That is its excuse f'or being. That, and 
that alone, primarily justifies its support f'rom public ~ds • 
.- •• Increasingly the schools are called upon to assume added 
£'unctions, to engage in new enterprises. .A,s the ·scope of' public 
education expands, the necessity f'or a sense of' proportion, of' 
balance, becomes accordingly more acute. There are many things 
that teachers should do, as best they possibly can. This thing 
making good citizens -- they must regard as the fundamental of' 
fundamentals. .And in this task they must engage· more purposively 
than heretof'ore.u 1( 
}/John J .. Mahoney, ,."Making Better Citizenstt, .. civic Education Foundation, 
Cambridge, n.d. p.- 34.~ 
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